
Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

JULY
Wednesday, 
July 8, 2015

Chit-Chat: 5:30 • Dinner: 6:30
Meeting/Guest Speaker: 7:00

  Elks Lodge
   1775 West Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, Arizona 85224

The oppressive heat has finally hit us. Sure, you can stay in town and 
cool off by sneaking into your kid’s wading pool, or by hanging out at the mall 
and seeing all of the summer block buster movies—but wouldn’t it be more 
fun to go fishing in the high country? A bunch of us did just that, and camped 
out at the Winn campground in the White Mountains for our DFC June extrava-
ganza. I’ve been told that some 20” cutthroats were caught at Big Lake, and can 
personally attest that there are still some nice rainbows taking midges below 

an indicator at Becker.  Tom Powers caught a ginormous green sunfish on a streamer at Becker.  
Pat Smith and George Geoghegan caught some NICE brown trout in the little Colorado river. 
There was also some action to be had fishing the west fork of the Black River. As usual, we had 
our chili cook-off, and had enough left over food to feed a small army. The weather was quite 
comfortable, although we did have about 10 minutes of pea sized hail on Friday night.
    Speaking of outings, our July outing will be in Durango, Colorado July 23-25. This will be a 
civilized outing—we will be staying at the Durango downtown Inn on the banks of the Animas 
River. Lots of small streams in this part of the state, but you also have access to larger rivers like 
the Animas, San Juan, Dolores, and the Pine. If lake fishing is your thing, Vallecito and Navajo 
reservoirs are close by, and provide opportunities to catch smallmouth, and largemouth bass, 
and northern pike. Contact me if you are interested.
    In late May, several of us did the Lee’s Ferry raft trip—similar to an outing that Gentry Smith 
organized for DFC did a few years back. (See the article at http://fishbum.com/lees-ferry-arizo-
na/) Although you had to work a bit for the fish, once you found a pod, you could often land 
several before the rest of the fish figured it out and quit biting. I had pretty good luck on a size 
16 purple zebra midge. This is a trip I highly recommend—especially if you have a canoe or a 
small raft.
     Are you a subscriber to Southwest Fly Fishing? If so, I hope you read Gentry Smith’s feature 
article on the Black River in the July/August issue. Some great photography and some inside 
tips on where to go and how to fish this unique resource.
Tight Lines, keep your powder dry, and zip up your tent door at night. Those mice are sneaky. Very 
sneaky.  
Joe
Questions? Comments? ...Catch me at: joestaller@yahoo.com...or... joseph.staller@freescale.com

President's Drift                                                                                            Joe Staller  •  July  2015

Catch all  of us DFC TROUT BUMS...We talk fish, we fish an'  fish an'  talk fish while enjoying the out- of- doors in Arizona!

O F F I C I A L  D E S E R T  F L Y  C A S T E R S  N E W S L E T T E R

JULY 2015

JULY  DFC CLUB MEETING...
Let’s talk Alaska...
Ever hook 80 to 100 Kings during a trip? 
How about landing 35 pounders? Then 
there are some that break hooks and lines...
This is part of an Alaskan adventure. Join 
me, Gary Bedsworth, and I’ll share my last 
trip with all of you DFC Trout Bums. See you 
at the July DFC meeting on July 8th!
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To advance the sport of fly 
fishing in Arizona through 
education, conservation 
and community outreach 
efforts by: 
• Providing Education 
classes and clinics on fly 
fishing, fly casting, fly 
tying, rod  building and 
other associated skills

• Committing to conserve, 
restore, and enhance local 
and regional fisheries

• Making fishing 
approachable, enjoyable 
and safe in family friendly 
environment

• Promoting responsible 
angling practices

DFC MISSION STATEMENT

This was my first club outing to the 
White Mountains. I had a great time. I 
hadn’t slept in a tent since I was a Boy 
Scout and it was a lot of fun. I wasn’t 
ready for the temperature to go into the 
40’s at night though. I still had a great 
time.   Members reported the fishing 
was good on Thursday and Friday in the 
mountains.  On Saturday Joe Staller and 
I went to Becker Lake, we met several 
other members there. We had several 
hits, bites and teases. Joe lost a couple 
just before he could pull them in the 
boat. One member caught a blue gill, and 
another pulled in a couple rainbows. For 
the most part it was slow. Members who 
fished other areas reported the same.

Dinner was great. We had a big pot of 
chili going. About 20-25 members at-
tended and a good time was had by all. 
There was a sighting of a strange man 
(Tom Horvath) in a giant hat. 
On Sunday morning I took a ride to the 
Little Black River and fished the mead-
ows.   What a beautiful place. I found it 
tough to fish and not look at the beauty 
of the area. I had a few bites, the fish were 
quick and a lot of fun to fish. I was with 
another member George who had some 
luck, he pulled in a few small browns. It 
was a nice morning of fishing.
Frank Schettino 
sketno1026@hotmail.com

Frank's NoteBook:
White Mountains Journey - 2015



 July, August & September DFC Outings...

SAN JUAN RIVER TRIP – September 24, 25 & 26.  
Three nights lodging and two days guided fishing.    This is a great 
trip with great fishing and lots of fun.  The guides will provide the 
flies and put you on the fish.  We had twelve people on this trip last 
year and all said they wanted to come back, that is a great endorse-
ment.  SAN JUAN WINE FESTIVAL – The outing this year coincides 
with the San Juan Wine Festival which features a great variety of 
wine and good food.  Most of us went to this event two years ago 
and it was great fun.  Fishing trip is $560.00 per person with two 
people to a guide and boat and double occupancy for the lodge 
rooms.  There is good food at the lodge and the owner, Chris Taylor, 
does everything he can to show us a good time and good fishing.  
You should bring a 4, 5 or 6 weight rod and the guides furnish the 
tippet.  There will be a sign up sheet at the meeting beginning at 
the June meeting.  $200.00 will reserve you a spot for the trip and 
we will need the full payment by the August meeting.  Please join 
us for a great time.  

Questions?  You can catch me at 602-451-9459 
or...billy.wingo@phoenix.gov 

 We have negotiated a special rate at the Durango Downtown Inn. Rooms are $119/night double occupancy. Talk about great fishing opportunities!  The 
Animas river runs through Durango and can hold some pretty nice rainbows and browns. The San Juan River in New Mexico is close by. The Los Pinos, 
Dolores, and the Piedra rivers are also nearby. If you like lakes, try Vallecito, Lemon, Navajo, or McPhee.  For me, the draw is the small streams with hungry 
brookies, rainbows and browns. Lime, Hermosa and Cascade creeks are close by, but there are dozens of others. For those interested in guiding fishing, 
we will provide a list of guide services.

For more information or to sign up for these trips... Catch me, Joe Staller at: 
joestaller@yahoo.com  -  or: 602-568-9431

Annual- DURANGO, COLORADO Trip - July 23 - 26, 2015

SALT RIVER FLOAT & BBQ • AUGUST 22, 2015
Dick Brooks to host • Catch Dick at: gdubby77@gmail.com

NOTE:
Our DFC Board is working on 
final details...More information 
at July club meeting!



Mark your

Calendars!
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Resource article credit: Fiberglass FlyRoders Forum

Reels are loaded with 
gunk and corrosion - 
usually 70 to 80 years' 
worth by the time 
I get them. They're 
made out of alumi-
num, brass and steel, 
painted, anodized, or 
bare. Lubricants oxi-
dize, releasing acids 

(or caustic in the case of lithium) form tars and waxes and 
eventually turn into polymers. Limestone residues from chalk 
streams are corrosive to aluminum.
   Reels have it tough. I've never taken before photos, and I've 
had some nasty ones, but most of you have seen some of my af-
ter photos. Here's what I do. (credit to Richard Thomann who 
gave me this procedure 10 year ago, though, I've added my ca-
veats, touches and insight from my experience working with it)
1)- Take the reel down as far as you feel comfortable.
2)- Wipe everything down with paper towels or q-tips and 
whatever you can to remove the loose debris and old lubricant.
3)- Vinegar-water bath. This is generally four parts warm water 
to one part vinegar. Temperature, time and vinegar content can 
all go up (up to 3 hours) if you reel is all brass. (NOT painted 
brass - use only soapy water rinses and brushes on painted 
brass, because the hydrogen generated in any immersion solu-
tion will blow the paint right off.) some basic guidelines - 30 to 
45 minutes for painted reels, or rubber side plates and handles 
(bakelite is impervious) wouldn't go past 1 hour for lead fin-
ished alloy fly reels 2 hours for plated brass 3 hours for bare 
brass or German silver.
    Generally, we're looking at finger-warm solution for about an 
hour or less. On a painted aluminum reel or lead finished reel, 
you might want to keep it down to a half-hour. Although, lead 
finish is usually more tolerant than paint, so you can push to 
the full hour if it needs it. And take it out when its visibly clean. 
Take a soft tooth brush to the debris every 10-15 minutes. This 
solution should do the bulk of your cleaning. If you have tena-
cious crud, rusted steel, dealloyed brass (looks pink) you may 
want to push it a little longer, but balance it against the visible 
effects on your finish. Rub out the insides of bushings with q-
tips or twisted up paper towel. Rinse well in lukewarm water.

4)- dilute soap bath - very dilute. Alkalis cause corrosion of 
aluminum. Ammonia causes cracking of brass. Not to alarm 
you, but you're simply using this bath to wet and remove the tar 
remnants that were broken up by the vinegar, and to neutralize 
residual vinegar. Again use the soft toothbrush to break up any 
residues.
5)- Final rinse - very thorough cold-water rinse here. Be careful 
of the sink rinsing off your tiny parts.
6)- Air dry - overnight is good.
7)- Rub with a wax or silicone guncloth. This is also a good 
time to put on a coating of Butcher's Bowling Alley Wax if you 
want to do that kind of thing.
8)- Lube and reassemble - use Zebco Quantum Hot Sauce - the 
good stuff.....Hot Sauce Grease on drag gears, and on worn and 
wobbly spindles. Hot Sauce Lube (light oil) on spindles/bush-
ings, handle spindles, pawl stanchions, bearings, drag blocks and 
threads.

SPECIAL TOPICS....
Magnesium reels - Marryat, Battenkill MkIII - exposed mag-
nesium appears to react vigorously with vinegar, so it's prob-
ably wisest to bypass soaking in solutions and use Boeshield 
for cleaning.
Solvents - acetone is for removing paint and plastic handles - 
be very careful. Yes, it removes tars also. Be very careful.
One application for denatured alcohol is removing old line 
varnish from inside a spool. It will usually come out with a good 
swipe, but try to avoid drips, keep it away from handles, follow 
quickly with a dry swab and even limit exposure to the paint.
Oxidizers/colorants/patinating agents with their steps and 
rinses would fit between steps 6 and 7 above, but this is real art 
that I'm going to dodge here.
Abrasives/polishes.
   I'm going to mostly stay away from this, because I usually 
quit at wax. But OK, I keep Pol metal polish around, and always 
have "Miracle" lemon-oil polishing cloths. I lightly and quickly 
rub down my rods with Miracle polishing cloths to keep the 
calcium buildup down, and chase that with a chamois.They are 
also very useful for rubbing out rust on steel.

Cleaning Reels

AUGUST DFC Club Meeting
Swap Meet... August 12, 2015

Check it out for all the neat stuff!
Demos, Venders, and More - Oh my!
Advised to come early - No Speaker
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An old woodsman, trout 
fisherman, farmer, fishing 
guide, hunter and one of 
the hallowed four flytyers 
who founded the Catskill 
fly-tying tradition. 
  Christian was a great 
trout fisherman, widely 
known for his skills of 
finding the bigger fish. 
Christian learned to know 
Theodore Gordon around 
1906 as a result of that he 
needed some decent flies, 

he had heard the rumors of Gordon’s flies so of course 
he decided that he needed some of those. As time went 
by they became friends. Christian was on a regularly ba-
sis fishing with Gordon, showed him where the really 
big trout’s were to be found. Despite the fact of Chris-
tian guiding Gordon in the Catskills after the big ones, 
Gordon never showed Christian anything regarding 
fly-tying. Gordon even put away his materials etc when-

ever Christian came by. 
Christian learned the 
secrets and how to tie 
flies by taking apart 
Gordon’s flies. 
   The most known pat-
terns Christian left us 
are the “Christian Red 

Body” and the “Christian Green Body”. Two similar flies 
with the color of the body to separate the two patterns. 
The tail and hackle uses stiff fibers of dark dun, a pea-
cock quill makes a nice dark rib over the glossy floss 
body leaving a nice segmentation and finally a lovely 
divided wood duck wing. 

Herman Christian 1882-1975

   I think these two flies 
are amongst the most 
beautiful Catskill pat-
terns. Now I only have 
to try them on the trout 
as well, and as Christian 
was known for his big 
catches he should know 

what he was doing when he created these masterpieces.

Something new has been added here during our summer months and in the absence of Bob Harrison’s monthly Fly 
Tying Corner.  I thought keeping the enthusiasm of fly-tying in front of us, and a chance not to forget our fly tying heri-
tages from the past would be of interest.  We’ll continue the monthly Fly Tying Corner in the fall.  
In the meantime...Keep your vise tight, your thread waxed and your bobbin loose!
R. McKeon, Editor

Resource article credit: Niklas Dahlin- Flytier
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by
Vince
Deadmond
Vince Deadmond, 
"The Fly Fishing 
Hardware Guy", is 
co-owner of Best 
Hardware in Apache 
Junction, AZ.  He 
is an enthusiastic, 
caffeniated, fly 
fisher in search of a 
really good cookie.  
His fly fishing stories 
are published on 
the web, in local 
newspapers and 
magazines.  His 
stories tangle fam-
ily, friends, and fly 
lines.

are frequently in and out of the water, fabrics that are 
quick drying are a good choice.  Footwear choices for 
me need to be more sturdy than the classic flip flop.  If 
you are on some sharp rocks, or shells you will appreci-
ate the upgrade to the Keen or Teva sandals.

   Casual dress has come to mean dressing like a slob, and 
that currently is the height of fashion.  So, your tank top, 
gym shorts, and flip flops won’t look out of place even 
if you didn’t look in the mirror before you go out.  Just 
remember, the only place you would be over dressed, 
would be in the Walmart shoppers photos.  Think-
ing lowest common denominator, all the time, really 
shouldn’t be something to aspire to.  It is refreshing to 
see folks more put together when they go out for dinner.  
I know I am being selfish, but it does improve my dining 
experience.  Here is my one good tip for dressing up, 
and looking good all evening when going out for dinner.  
The Merlot colored shirt, polo or button down, looks 
good even if you spill a little red wine or barbecue on it.

   I’ll be the first to admit that some of my fashion looks 
are awful.  I had one recently where my fly fishing buddy, 
Dick Brooks was laughing at me, and telling me that he 
was expecting a Polish tourist to come up to me and 
ask directions in Polish.  Let me explain.  I had hiked on 
the beach in new sandals and had roughed up my feet.  
So, there I was in a fishing shirt, loud print swim trunks, 
black sox, and sandals to protect my feet.  Yes, maybe 
it was too casual even for Puerto Penasco, and I would 
move up on the list of worst dressed Walmart shoppers.  
Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy can be 
reached at Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail Apache 
Junction, AZ vince@ajbest.com and at 480 982 7461. 

People ask me, “Why do you spend time in Puerto Pe-
nasco during the summer months?”  Generally it’s  ten 
degrees cooler than Phoenix, the breeze off the Sea of 
Cortez can make it seem cooler yet, and the water tem-
perature is around 80 degrees.  The fly fishing can be 
quite good, the place is not crowded, you can get in and 
enjoy your favorite restaurant.  Generally I can dress a 
little more casual.  My wife reminds me that my casual 
could be considered unkept, tatty, or even scruffy if I 
ventured very far from the Playa de Oro Trailer Park.

   I’ll admit that I spend much more time planning my fly 
fishing gear needs than I consider my wardrobe. I usu-
ally bring at least 3 fly rods, six or seven fly reels, mul-
tiple fly lines, and hundreds of flies that look like bait 
fish, shrimp, or crab imitations.  Usually I have some 
new gear that I am wanting to try.  Most of my clothing 
choices revolves around being in the sun, fly fishing, and 
being on the beach.  So, being cool, and functional are 
more important to me, than being stylish.  I probably 
have packed two fishing shirts and two swim trunks for 
my weekend in Penasco.

   It’s not that I don’t buy good stylish functional fly fish-
ing clothing, the labels in my closet are Orvis, Columbia, 
Patagonia, and other name brand goods, some folks just 
don’t think much of them as a fashion statement.  Again 
I look at them for their function.  Keeping the sun from 
damaging my skin, is a great idea.  These shirts, shorts, 
and pants have a sun blocking rating much like sun 
screen.  A shirt that has a Ultroviolet Protection Factor 
(UPF) rating of 30 would give you more protection than 
one rated at 15.  Another function is the ability to carry 
your fishing stuff, and the large cargo pockets help with 
this, even if it is a fashion faux pas.  Because fly fishers 

PUERTO PENASCO CASUAL

     Well, OK, if you are  going after a sailfish or a billfish 
or a big King Salmon or a huge Halibut one might be 
enough.   I guess if you are a tournament bass fisher-
man it is usually not numbers that count but pounds in 
the live well. Also if you are a commercial tuna fisher-
man big numbers and pounds count. If you catch a BIG 
pike like my buddy Grant did on Upper Lake Mary or a 
couple of 30+ inch Tiger Muskie it is a good trip.  On the 
trips we all take this is not always the case. 
     My friend and fishing buddy Tom resides in Houston, 
Texas and we are able to get together two to four times a 
year for a fishing trip. Sometimes we go to the Colorado 
River where it surrounds the town of Columbus, TX 
just 60+ miles due west of Houston.  Sometimes we have 
been able to join my Houston based brother Al and fish 
a farm pond just outside of Normangee, TX.   We have 
done both of these trips several times and always caught 
plenty of fish, sometimes 50+ per day each so we called 
these trips "GOOD".
     But what about those trips when we get skunked or 
only catch one or two small fish.  To quote Mick Jagger, 
"Anything worth doing is worth doing to extreme", or 
Mae West, "Too much is never enough", it would seem 
that quantity is the standard that enjoyment should be 
measured by. The whole thing seems in conflict with 

our catch and release practice.   Tom and I have been 
to the Jack's Fork River in Missouri twice and had our 
hat handed to us twice. The first time there were plenty 
of fish to be seen, the river is gin clear, but we could 
not get them to bite on anything. We were there at the 
end of August and the locals had started "gigging" which 
supposedly turns the fish off. After about a week of this 
treatment we headed for home. This year we went in the 
Spring when it was supposed to be lights out. Arrived in 
the little town of Eminence, MO (pop. 560) mid morn-
ing on Sunday and no sooner got located in the lodge 
than the skies opened up and it rained cats and dogs. 
Both the Jack's Fork and Current River rose to flood 
stage overnight and stayed that way through Wednes-
day. It didn't look any better on Thursday so we packed 
up and headed home. Only caught a few small fish on 
both trips but in my mind it was a good trip. The scen-
ery on these rivers is just gorgeous. Sometimes the trees 
hang over the water so close to each other from bank to 
bank it is almost like a tunnel.
     I guess what I am getting at is it is the experience of 
going and participating in our sport/avocation that can 
make it a good trip for me. Of course if I catch a lot of 
fish it just improves things.

QUESTION:  HOW MANY FISH DO YOU HAVE TO CATCH 
TO MAKE IT A "GOOD" FISHING TRIP?

Notes an' 
Thoughts
with
Dick Brooks
Dick is one of our 
DFC Trout Bums, 
full time fisherman, 
explorer and master 
of peregrination. 

Catch Dick at:
gdubby77@gmail.com
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I've slowed down, time in the field has become more pre-
cious. I don't race to catch the first fish anymore. I take 
time to absorb my surroundings. I pause to watch the 
water, flora and fauna in hopes of witnessing something 
an eager heart may have missed. Like an osprey plucking 
a perch from shallow water, or a bald eagle snatching 
that perch from the osprey. Like a frog hopping as fast 
as it can across the tops of the lily pads trying to outrun 
a tail walking bass in hot pursuit. Like a bass coming out 
of the water and taking a young red winged blackbird 
off of a low branch. All these kinds of things I've been 
privileged to witness just because I've slowed down. Am 
I saying that if I was given the health and agility of my 
youth that I would continue a slower pace? Probably not, 
but what I am saying is that I'm learning to appreciate 
the benefits of a slower pace.
I don't wade the rivers and streams anymore for fear of 
falling. And I do sorely miss chasing those beautiful Cut-
throat Trout of North Idaho. But I still do go fishing. Now 
it's from a little 12 foot Jon boat. And I've been blessed 
with the generosity of a good friend who gave me a 
custom made 9 foot 7 weight 4 piece fly rod. And I just 
happen to have a pretty good bass, crappie, bluegill and 
perch lake less than 10 miles from my driveway. Oh, did I 
say there are Tiger Muskies in that same lake?
So, my "New Direction" find me moving away from the 
trout of rivers and streams, and toward the spiny rays of 
my local lakes. I'm dealing with new gear, new tactics, 
new species, new flies and a small boat with an electric 
motor. It's like starting to learn all over again in my ad-
vanced years. There is excitement and eager anticipation 
in that. And I am grateful for my "New Direction."
Sometimes getting older isn't all bad. So you might con-
sider slowing down. Give it a try and see what you've 
been missing. You might just be pleasantly surprised 
with your own "New Direction."

Blessings and peaceful waters,
Lotech Joe

As an official senior citizen now, I've had to make several 
changes to my lifestyle recently, that kind of caught me ill 
equipped and unready. In my more robust younger years 
it meant nothing to me to hike 10 miles or so through the 
woods in search of deer or climbing 2000 feet in eleva-
tion in the Blue Mountains of Washington State in the 
quest for elk. If I wanted to go camping for the weekend 
with friends, making plans to go, only the night before 
departure, would not have been a problem. A day in 
the field would last all day long, and then came dinner 
preparation and clean up, then an hour or two around 
a campfire with a favorite libation. Not so any more. The 
onset of senior citizenship has taken its toll on my once 
rowdy behavior, and forced me into a more reasonable 
pace.
In my YOUNGER YEARS I would:
Stay up late
Get up early
Go fishing at the drop of a hat
Fish all day with no problem
Hike the hills, fields and breaks of the mountains all day
Go camping at the drop of a hat
Set up camp in no time
Wade the rivers and streams without a staff
In my MIDDLE YEARS I would:
Go to bed earlier
Take at least a day to plan a fishing trip
Not spend the entire day fishing
Take my time hunting the hills and fields.
Hunt for only ½ days
Take longer to set up camp
Wade the rivers and streams using a staff
In my SENIOR YEARS I now:
Go to bed usually by 8:00 PM or earlier
Take up to a week to plan a fishing trip
Fish for only ½ days 
No more hunting or hiking at all
Take up to 2 hours to set up camp
No longer wade the rivers and streams
I know this all sounds like I'm feeling sorry for myself, and 
I do certainly miss my more vibrant years. But now that 

A NEW DIRECTION FOR ME                       by Joe Sanders

1st Law Of Fly Fishing:
That the success or failure of a fishing trip is determined by the ease 

or lack thereof with which a fly line is threaded 
through the guides of one's rod.

Resource article credit: Fly Anglers Online
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See ya Wednesday...

July 8, 2015

SEPTEMBER OUTING
San Juan River Trip

 September 24, 25 & 26, 2015
Host: Billy Wingo & Joe Miller

Catch Billy at: 602-451-9459 or billy.wingo@phoenix.gov

AUGUST OUTING
Salt River Float & BBQ

August 22, 2015
**More details to be announced**

Host: Dick Brooks •  gdubby77@gmail.com

JULY OUTING
Durango, Colorado

July 23-26, 2015
(Arrive on the 23rd, and check out on the 26th.)

Host: Joe Staller 
joseph.staller@freescale.com / joestaller@yahoo.com

AUGUST DFC Club Meeting
Swap Meet... August 12, 2015

Check it out for all the neat stuff!
Demos, Venders, and More - Oh my!
Advised to come early - No Speaker


